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A NEW town in Wisconsin has
been named for Taft. If that
town ever has any officers guilty
of graft the story can be told in
rhyme, salthough it may be an
ocoasion for very emphatic and
even profane prose.

THE man in January who pro-
nounced the peach buds dead
has given place to the man in
March who ssys that peach buds
are still alive and that an abun-
dant crop of that luscious fruit is
promised for this year,

THE corporations will not suf-

rif Preaid_;ﬁ - Taft’s corpora-

4h cabinet ol prevEmt it. So
Ak we the coMgimtions @re con-
éikned President Taft is proving
true to those from whom the fat
was fried to bring about his elec-
tion.

WE don’t Lelieve much in
foreign missions as long as there
is about 62 per cent of the total
population of the United States
who are not members of any
church, while a great many who
are in the church are but little
more than heathens. According
to Dr. H. K. Carroll of New
York there are 34,382,643 com-
municants of all the churches in
the United States.

IF Keytesville husbands would
quit paying the bills for goods
that their wives buy in the large
cities instead of from home mer-
chants Keytesville would soon
get to be a much better town.
The habit that some people have
of sending away from home for
goods is about as hurtful to a
town as booze is to a man. One
helps to put the town out of busi-
ness and the other dwarfs the
intelleat and saps the physiocal
structure of its viotim.

A TENNESSEE lawyer, in an ef-
fort to save the neck of two men
who shot down on the street the
editor of a newspaper, advoocat-
ed this summary proceeding as a
proper regulation of the freedom
of the press, He oan scarcely
object if the newspaper brethren
retaliate by advocating an open
season all the year ’round for
the bagging of that type of law-
yer who, for a fee, seeks toun-
dermine the criminal law by such
appeals to lawlesaness.

SHORTLY after he had assumed
the reins of government, Presi-
dent Taft had occasion to con-
sult the constitution. He looked
in vain for a copy of that vener-
able document in the office lately
occupied by Roosevelt. Finally
one was found in an outer room.
Teddy had never had any use
for such a musty and obsolete
oreation close at hand. The copy
in the outer room was probably
kept there for use in target prac-
tice. At anv rate the constitu-
tion had been shot full of holes
long before Roosevelt stepped
down.

THE Arkansas legislature pass-
od alaw af the present session,
and one that it would notbe a
bad idea for Missouri to
adopt, providing for the arrest of
persons appearing in an intoxi-
cated condition at any publio
gathering, picnic, ete., or in any
public park or other place where
the public customarily ocongre-
gates. The most important pro-
vision of the measure, however,
is that which gives to all train
conductors the power to arrest
persons found in an intoxicated
aondition on their train, with di-
rections to turn such prisoners
over to the magistrate at the
nearest railroad point, together
witl: the names of two competent
witneeses who shall appear to
testify in the ocase. Fines on
conviction vary from $10 to $25.
In addition to being made a
peace officer for the arrest of in-
toxicated persons, the conductor
ia aleo authorized to deputize
assistants in case he may need
them.

for the *‘‘drys’ during the logal
campsign a year ago, but now
a few gentlemen, who were out-
spoken for local option and
vociferously endorged ‘the
CoURIER’S course at that time,
are severing their subecription
to this paper because they are
being presented with another
Chariton county paper FREE OF
CHARGE. In short, they are be-
ing bribed with a gift of small
value to turn their back upon
the CouRrIER and thus give the
lie to their often expressed ap-
preciation of this paper’s fight
for local option. We are always
glad to part company with a
hypocrite, and if there are any
more cattle of that ilk who don’t
want totake the COURIER and
pay for it we invite them to come
in, settle their account to date
and quit, whether they be minie-
ters of the gospel, profeased

No man should undertake to sail
under falee colors. The COURIER
is not giving bribes to any man
or set of men for their influence
nor taking ‘““bribes’ for its ““in-
fluence.”” The COURIER never
sneaks, You always know
where to find it on all public
questions, and the subscription
price isonly $1 a year. The
COURIER is true to its friends and
respects its enemies who fight in
the open, but loathes its pre-
tended friends who stab usin
the back and who can be
bought with a year’s EREE sub-
soription to another newspuper.

ITis whispered in the capitol
corridors at Washington that
Wall street, the trusts, the Wise
congin re-actionaries; and the
defeated members of ocongress
from Wisconsin have in the last
few days held a meeting at which
a game was framed up to beat
Senator La Follette for re-elec-
tion. All the interests named
are bitterly hostile to the fear-
less and pugnacious little man
who has been such a thorn in
the side of the railroads and the

THE COURIER did a great work |

Christians or ordinary sinners.|

in his own state, and who has
given the senate oligarchy so
much trouble since becoming a
member of the greatest delibera-
tive body in the world, It is
said that Senator Stephenson,
who is implacable in his hatred
of La Follette becsause the latter
dared to oppose his re-election to
the senate, assured his fellow-
conspirators at the meeting men-
tioned that he, himself, and the
representatives in the senate of
Wall street and the trusts would
undertake to finance the move-
ment to defeat his colleague, It
remains to be seen whether there
is sufficient marhood and intege-
rity among the people of Wiscon-
gin to rally to the defense of
their own interests or whether
they will permit La Follette to be
sacrificed for the vengeance of
the special interests he has
fought so well.

THE fraudulent registration of
something like 4,000 Republican
negro votes in 8t. Louis goes to
show that the cry for *‘honest
eleotions’’ by the Globe-Demo-
orat and the Republican bosses
of that city was only for the pur-
pose of divesting the public mind.
Just as long as the negro allows
himself to be used as a tool to do
the dirty work of the Republican
party,or any other political party
for that matter,just so long will be
a stench in the nostrils of decen-
oy and a menace to public more
ale. There is no class of citizens
who could do as much to further
their own interests and ele-
vate their race as the negroes if
they would become independent
voters and make it an invariable
rule to vote against the party
whose leaders undertake to use
them for selfish purposes and of-
ten corrupt ends for which the
poor negroes have to psy -the
penalty for their misdeeds, and
the Republican tricksters, who
put up the jobs in the darkies, go
scot free,

THE fivst bill to pass both
branches of the present session

hack politicians, their hired men

of the Missouri legislature was &

measure providing for county
school supervigion. This new law
applies to every county in the
state and meets the approbation
of Governor Hadley, who regards
it a8 a step forward in the inter-
est of education. A school sue
pervisor will have charge of all
the schools in the county in which
he is elected and will receive a
salary from $600 to $1,500 a year,
sccording to population, and is
expected to devote his entire time
to looking after the wvarious
schools. If he does his whole
duty the result ought to be more
uniform schools and on a higher
plane than under present condi-
tions. Money that is judiciously
spentin the causeof the advance-
ment of education is always
money well spent.

BiLLs have been introduced in
the legislatures of New York,
Pennsylvania and some other
states setting apart October 12
a8 ‘‘Columbus day” an3 desige
nating it a legal holiday. The
order of the Knights of Colum-
bus is behind a movement to
make this day, the anniversary
of the discovery of America, a
legal holiday the country over.
It seems indeed strange that, in
the multiplicity of holidays, the
olaimse of the discoverer of
Amerioa have been entirely
overlooked heretofore. Poor
Columbus never gained a fair
measure of either material bene-
fit or glory from his great dis-
covery. He was thrown into jail
by the monarch to whom his en-
terprise had brought wealth and
honor. Then, instead of the new
world which he opened up to
the old world being named for
him in grateful recognition of
his marvelous achievement, the
name of an obscure adventurer
was immortalized by attaching it
to the new land. The legaliza-

tion of Columbus day will be a
tardy but fitting recognition of
the 2reat discoverer’s claim to
glory,
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THE news of the discovery that
some $3,000,000 due the state of
Pennsylvania from corporations
for taxes remain unpaid will
hardly excite astonishment.
Pennsylvanians are too hardened
to revelations of graft and cor-
ruption in their government to
exhibit more than a languid in=-
terest in fresh disclosures,

FARMERs who will not drag the
roads along their farms are not
entitled to and should not be per-
mitted to enjoy the privilege of
rural free mail delivery. In furs
nishing such mail . service the
governmentis put to an enor-
mous expense and as an evidenoce
of appreciation of those on rural
mail routes the public roads
shoull be kept in good condition.

e ———————
STATE AUDITOR JOHN GORDON
ON TAXATION.

A great amount of talk has
been indulged in here at Jeffer-
son City, and as a member of the
state board of equalization, 1
have received many letters from
St. Louis and other parts of the
state, suggesting and requesting
that I should vote to raise the
valuation of the faam lands of
the state sufficiently to bring in-
to the state treasury enough
revenue to adequately meet the
growing demands of the different
state offices and state institutions,

I admit that there is ground for
apprehension that the state will
be unable to meet all demands
made on its treasury, under our
present system and mode of
raising revenue.

The idea has been spread
abroad throughout the state for a
number of years that all proper-
ty otherthan farm lands has been
assessed at a very high rate of
valuation, and farm lands at a
very low rate of ‘valuation, I,
too, believed that this was the
case until I cameinto the office of
auditor of state. Since taking
charge of this office, 1 have
spent quite a little time investi-
gating extensively the sources of
the state’s revenue, and from de-
ductions which I show below, I
am convinced that the farmer’s
land is assessed at a higher rate
of valuation than any other class
of property, excepting bankers,
who pay upon their capital stock
and surplus, which is asssessed
at £6 per cent of its true value.
From statements made to the
state senate of Missouri, this
year of 1909, by the individual
assessors of each county, a copy
of which I have before me, I find
that the real estate of the state is
assessed at an average of 30 per
cent of its actual casb value.

I want to give below to the
people of the state some figures
showing what per cent of money,
notes and bonds of the state is
assessed, a8 compared to their
actual ¢cash value.

I find that in September, 1908,
there was on deponit in the vari-
ous banks of the state, $512,68C,-
500; that the amount of money,
notes and bonds returned by the
assessors of the state for taxable
purposes, for the year 1908, was
$85,618,682 This last amount
was assessed at an average of
66 per cent, which shows the
amount of money, notes and
bonde on which taxes can be col-
lected for 1909. This amounts to
the paltry sum of $56,508,264.12,
which is only 11 2-100 per cent of
the actual cash value of money,
notes and bonds of the state,
while on real estate the as-essed
valuation is 30 per cent of its real
or cash value,

I wish to say to my friends over
the state, who have talked with
me about raising real estate to its
actual cash value, that I am
unalterably opposed to doing so,

whereby the people who own the
money of the state will be made
to pay taxes on itin some form
or other, If that can be done,
there will be no cause for alarm
at there not being" sufficient
{revenue to meet each and every
demand on’the state treasury.

until some plan is inaugurated |

You needn’t be afraid.

One day a lady who had been reared
in the careful luxury of the old-fashioned
Virginia home was invited to visit the
kitchen of a great Chicago hotel. She
wanted to go, but was afraid. When
asked why, she replied, “I'm afraid I'll
see something that will forever destroy
my appetite for hotel food.” She went,
and found everything delightfully clean.

Good housewives consider cleanliness
and purity first of all; that's why Quaker
Oats is their choice among all oatmeals.
In making Quaker Oats the grain is
sifted and resifted, passing through more
than fifty processes of cleaning before it
is cooked and rolled.

If you took a handful of oats and
scrubbed and polished and wiped each
separate grain, it wouldn’t then be nearly
as clean as Quaker Oats. No human
hand ever touches a single grain of
Quaker Oats from the field to your
kitchen. The best advice on foods you
could have is: Eat Quaker Oats every
motiiing for breakfast. '

This wonderful food #s sold in thiee
Kinds of packages. The regular
at JOc. The large size family

£5¢, and the large size family pam:
contfaining & fine piece of tablé chi
at ;

TOO RANK FOR KEALING.
It is rarely that & man is found
with the moral courage and sub-
lime sense of duty necessary
give up a lucrative, infiuenti
public position rather than do
something required by his su-
periors which his own conscience
does not approve.
Such a man has come to light
in United States District Attore
ney Joseph B. Kealing of In«
dianapolis, who was ocalled upon
to participate in the extraordi-
nary prosecution of certain edie
tors who incurred the wrath of
President Rooseveltin the Panae
ma canal controversy. In his
letter to President Taft tendering
his resignation rather than par-
ticipate in the attempt to revive
the spirit of the dead and dis-
honored sedition law of John
Adams’ day, Mr. Kealing ad-
ministered this stinging rebuke
to the Rooseveltian idea:
*I am notin accord witk the
government in its attempt to put
8 slrained construction on the
law, to drag the defendants from
their homes to the seat of the
government to be tried and pun-
ished, while their 18 a good and
sufficient law in this jurisdiotion,
in the state court. I believe the
principle involved is dangerous,
striking at the very foundation of

not, therefore, honestly and con=
scientiously insist to the court
that such is the law, or that such
construction should be put on it.
Not being able to do this I do not
feel that I can, in justice to my
office, continue to hold it and de-
cline to assist.””

Mr. Kealing’s brave, conscien=
tious action commends itself to
the approval of all right-thinke-
ing people. And his character—
ization of the Roosevelt attempt
to intimidate and muzzle the
press as being ‘““dangerous, strik-
ing at the very foundation of our
form of government,’’ should con-
vince any doubters, if such there
have been, that the proposed
action of thegovernment in these
oases, if oarried out, will be an
outrage, marking the first pro-
nounced step in the effort of an
imperialistically-trending gove
ernment to deprive the people of
their constitutionsal rights.
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is shown in ' every style of

Mantel

exhitited by us.

If you are looking for a
mantel that is far Different
from the ordinary run of
mantels, let us show you
some of the new exclusive
styles just received.

One price, plain figures,
satisfaction guaranteed.
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